
Gesäuse National Park

➢ How we have experienced the impacts of climate change
in 2022

➢ Digital GIS tool supporting field work – a best practice





protected area
IUCN Cat. II
Natura 2000

extablished
26. Oktober 2002

total area
12,038 ha

land owner
99,3 % 
Steiermärkische
Landesforste

Austria‘s youngest national park

Gesäuse National Park



• Not forecasted

• Just a few minutes

• Peaks of 108 km/h

• Road closure for 3 weeks

• Several trails and park 

infrastructure destroyed

Extreme storm event on 18. August 2022









• Aim: natural process protection

-> leave the windthrow as part of nature

• Aim: visitor experience and education

-> remove the broken trees and rebuild the thematic trails

Our solution: 

Redesign the thematic trail and let the visitors experience natural succession of a 

windthrow area

Conflicting nationalpark aims

What now?



Digital tool for immediate documentation in the field

• Monitoring

• Protocols

• Statistics

Field Maps



Most popular skitouring routes

Focus on weekends and holidays

Or if there is fresh snow

Protocoling in the field:

• Observations

• Avalanches

• Defects

• Interventions

• Talks with visitors

• Flights

A practical example

Winter park wardens
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Thank you for your attention!
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