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Pasterze, Austria´s largest glacier and the largest glacier in the Eastern Alps 
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100 years ago – summer 1921

Pasterze, Austria´s largest glacier and the largest glacier in the Eastern Alps 

Someone said: climate change?!
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Hohe Tauern National Park

• Largest National Park in the Alps 
(1856 km2)

• Oldest National Park in Austria 

• Established in 1981 in 
Carinthia, 1984 in Salzburg and
1992 in Tyrol

• IUCN Cat. 2 (2001 Carinthia; 
2006 Salzburg, Tyrol) and Cat. 
1b (Wildlife Area Sulzbachtäler 
– Salzburg)

• West-East-extent: 100km

• North-South-extent: 40km

• Altitude: from 1000-3798m 
(Großglockner, highest peak in 
Austria)
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Hohe Tauern National Park

• Visitor programm in summer and winter
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„Gletscherweg Pasterze“ (glacier path; themed trail)
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„Gletscherweg Pasterze“ (glacier path; themed trail)
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„Gletscherweg Pasterze“ (glacier path; themed trail)

• Walking time on the themed trail has increased by around 1 hour in the last 6 years (5h in total)

• New situation regarding planning: bus schedule, starting times,…

• Walking distance not suitable for every client anymore (length in total 7,3km)

• Besides National Park: new situations also for mountain guides and alpinism (starting point for
Großglockner from Heiligenblut)
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Consequences (in planning of National Park offers)

• Route planning target group (fitness level?)

• Wildlife watching new locations for observations

• Adapting starting points public transport?

• Adapting starting times public transport?

• Alpine dangers – paths closed (rockfall e.g. Gamsgrube)

• Liability, path maintenance

• Longer season for special offers (herbs)
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Consequences (for tourism in the region) 

• New visitor target group especially from cities (for holidays at an altitude between 1000-3000m 
 „summer freshness 2.0“)

• Adaptions in planning e.g. visitor programmes (glacier themed trail, mountain guides,…)

• Raising awareness: „new“ forms of mobility especially for new target groups reachability by
alternative means of transport

• Permafrost „defrost“ – challenges for alpine huts and trails in affected areas (not even talking
about mountaineering/alpinism/alpine tourism in the future danger?)

Touristic impacts for the region besides topics regarding the National Park

• Winter sports (snow reliability for skiing resorts, ice climbing, nordic skiing,…  additional 
offers?)
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We adapt our programms for the future ;-)

Consequences (for the future) 
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www.hohetauern.at
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