
The Bear Project of Adamello The Bear Project of Adamello 
Brenta Nature ParkBrenta Nature Park
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Workshop of ALPARC Large Carnivores Work Group Workshop of ALPARC Large Carnivores Work Group 



  

Brown bear on the Italian AlpsBrown bear on the Italian Alps

19501950

bear presencebear presence

slovenian slovenian 
populationpopulation



  

Trento Province Town Planning 1967Trento Province Town Planning 1967

Province Law 6.5.1988 n.18Province Law 6.5.1988 n.18

Parco Naturale Adamello Parco Naturale Adamello 
BrentaBrenta



  

1996 Project Life “1996 Project Life “UrsusUrsus: protection of : protection of 
Brenta brown bear population”Brenta brown bear population”

2001 Project Life “2001 Project Life “UrsusUrsus – second phase  – second phase 
of Brenta brown bear protection” of Brenta brown bear protection” 
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beforebefore afterafter
 only 3 bears in the areaonly 3 bears in the area
 no reproduction since no reproduction since 

19891989

 ~~24 bears24 bears
 16 reproductive events16 reproductive events

Life UrsusLife Ursus



MonitoringMonitoring
Scientific researchScientific research

CommunicationCommunication

Meanwhile…Meanwhile…



MonitoringMonitoring
radio-trackingradio-tracking

 

Total number Total number 
of fixes of fixes 
(1999-(1999-
2003):2003):
  77737773



noninvasive genetic sampling noninvasive genetic sampling 
PROVINCIA PROVINCIA 

AUTONOMA DI AUTONOMA DI 
TRENTOTRENTO

MonitoringMonitoring



 bear positively selects bear positively selects 
disetaneous mixed standsdisetaneous mixed stands

Scientific researchScientific research
home range – habitat usehome range – habitat use



EEMEEM bear localizationsbear localizations
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# Localizzazioni Orso

N

1:500000

Scientific researchScientific research



Scats collected and Scats collected and 
analysed:analysed:

 65 (1999-2000)65 (1999-2000)
 109 (2001-2003)109 (2001-2003)
 350 (2004-2005)350 (2004-2005)

Scientific researchScientific research
dietdiet



  

 search of search of 
bear dens: 63 bear dens: 63 
monitoredmonitored

 localization of localization of 
74 potential 74 potential 
cavitiescavities

den monitoring
Scientific researchScientific research



  

 placement of temperature & placement of temperature & 
humidity sensors in:humidity sensors in:

        - 27 dens - 27 dens 
        - 31 potential cavities - 31 potential cavities 

Scientific researchScientific research
den monitoring



  

increase the knowledge about bear increase the knowledge about bear 
ethologyethology

supposed aggressiveness and dangersupposed aggressiveness and danger

“man-bear encounters” survey
Scientific researchScientific research



185 people contacted185 people contacted
355 questionnaires filled355 questionnaires filled

How did bear react to your presence

It went away calmy 
35%

It stayed still
37%

It fled rapidly
24% It approaced

4%

It simulated an attact 
(no physical contact)

0%

It attacted you 
(physical contact)

0%

““man-bear encounters” surveyman-bear encounters” survey
Scientific researchScientific research



  

“Bear disturbance” survey

expert based opinions expert based opinions 
surveysurvey

Scientific researchScientific research



  

rt data comparisonrt data comparison
  10 bears (collars VHF)10 bears (collars VHF)
  05/1999-08/200305/1999-08/2003

  2 bears (collars VHF+GPS)2 bears (collars VHF+GPS)
  23/08/2006-05/05/200823/08/2006-05/05/2008

PROVINCIA PROVINCIA 
AUTONOMA DI AUTONOMA DI 

TRENTOTRENTO

Scientific researchScientific research



  

Communication activitiesCommunication activities



  

Educational Educational 
projects for schoolsprojects for schools

Bear projectBear project
One day with bearsOne day with bears

Recreative projects Recreative projects 
for kidsfor kids

Bear Osvaldo’s Bear Osvaldo’s 
friendsfriends
On bear tracksOn bear tracks

Communication activitiesCommunication activities



Park House “Bear”Park House “Bear”

Communication activitiesCommunication activities



  

 support the species managementsupport the species management

 scientific researchesscientific researches

 information and communicationinformation and communication

  genetic monitoringgenetic monitoring
 … …

  Project “Den monitoring”Project “Den monitoring”
““Bear disturbance” surveyBear disturbance” survey
““Man-bear encounters” surveyMan-bear encounters” survey
  data elaborationdata elaboration
  scientific communication (conferences, papers…)scientific communication (conferences, papers…)

The role of the Park The role of the Park 
for bear conservationfor bear conservation



  

The role of Parks for The role of Parks for 
large carnivores large carnivores 

conservationconservation

support the administration in charge support the administration in charge 
of species managementof species management

 scientific researchesscientific researches
 communicationcommunication

laboratory of laboratory of 
experimentationexperimentation



  

……is also elsewhere!is also elsewhere!

The role of Parks…The role of Parks…



Thank you for your Thank you for your 
attentionattention
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